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Note
Useful expository phrase:

"only expressed the interpretation of an observed fact"
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Faith
Note
defining the Friedburg Method -- technical medical description of morphine-scolopamine
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Faith
Note
University of Jena -- report to have not a single new mother left the hospital alive in four years during Semmelweis's era (Cry and Covenant)
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Faith
Note
this and following paragraph both define the mother's internal experience as observed by others
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Faith
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"leave no record in memory"
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Faith
Note
explain the idea of 'to be or not to be'
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Faith
Note
no harm to baby -- scolop claimed to reduce forceps from 40% to 6% when given to 'sensitive, intellectual women who otherwise beg for the doctors to end her suffering by suing forceps. 
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Faith
Note
quote: For the average mother is perhaps suffices to know that the twilight sleep is a condition from which she emerges as from a restful sleep, concious only that in some miraculous way the child that aforetime nestled beneath her heart is now crooning at her bosom and that the wonderous transition has caused her no suffering. 

Faith comment: this describes a way that some women figured out  to have the guys have the baby for them -- Arnold Swartznager in pregnant drag -- and is curiously consistent to the conversation women still have about a way that men could take on the pain as their "fair share'
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Faith
Note
Shall we then infer that the purpose of the pain suffrered by the parturient women is to give her clear warning that she had best never have another child?
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Faith
Note
women of primitive and barbaric tribes appear to suffer comparatively little in labor; coupled with the fact that it is civilized women of the most highly developed nervous or intellectual type who suffer most. 

Faith
Note
Darwin observations of natural selection and survival fo the fittest ....does not fully apply to human beings living under the artificial conditions of civilization. These artificial conditions often determine that the lest fit, rather then the most fit, individuals shall have progeny and that undesirable than the desirable qualities shall be perpetuated.
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Note
never safe to draw a similar conclusion unreservedly regarding any trait or habit of civilized humanity. Said trait or habit may be directly detrimental to the individual and to the race and yet may be preserved, generation after generation, through the fostering influence of the hot6-house conditions of civilized existence. 

Are not the pains which civilized women -- and in particular the most delicately organized women --suffer in childbirth may be classed in this category? I believer the anser must be an unqualified affirmative. Consider from an evolutionary standpoint, the pains of labor appear not only uncalled for, but positively menacing to the race. 

faith's comment: this puts the obstetricalization of normal birth into the eugenics category -- the idea that these men decided that 'delicate' women who are more intellectually accomplished and do the 'hard mental work'  should be the ones to breed and the women who work with their hands -- manual labor -- should not, but are for inexplanable reasons, being wrongly favored by Mother Nature. They, "Father  s of civilization, crafting social policy thru the biology of childbirth, know better. 
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Faith
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claim the women who give birth under morphine and scopolamine recover faster and do better 

... sounds like contemporary descriptions of who Cesarean section of better for women and babies. 
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Faith
Note
key words "liability of the use of forceps"

that women "demanded" that obstetricians either use forceps to end their pain OR they would call another doctor. {note: midwives were not vulnerable to this threat, as they did not and could not use drugs or instruments.]

'nervous exhaustion and paralysis of the will to carry the labor to a conclusion"

hard mental work    manual labor 

"mothers of the better class requiring use of forceps at an alarming extent where there is no structural need of forceps. .

Faith
Rectangle

Faith
Rectangle

Faith
Rectangle

Faith
Rectangle



Faith
Rectangle

Faith
Note
Forceps had been used simply and solely to shorten the pains of labor.

faith: Note the use of the word "labor" to include the 'birth' of the baby -- modern invention to split childbirth into labor [managed by nurses] and birth or the delivery -- a surgical procedure 'performed' by specialist physicians. 

"obliged to use forceps [on their 'sensitive ladies' in nearly 40% of their cases."

Danger in the use of forceps

' Although in the hands of a skilful operator the forceps is NOT so DANGEROUS as in those of an inexperienced one, yet for those who know how great is the local susceptibility to infection it is hardly necessary to say that the chances of a favorable confinement and recovery are considerably diminished by any operation. 
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Faith
Note
both smaller boxes are good direct quotes
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'sensitive' women
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Faith
Note
It should be noted that the use of morphine, with or w/o scopolamine, followed by general anesthesia with gas - ether, chloroform, nitrous oxide, or cyclopropane or self-administered trilene gas - replaced for a brief decade or too of local anes.  (para-cervical and pudential blocks, and then on to spinal blocks and finally, the epidural is the Hx of the last 100 yrs fixation with making sure the little women didn't 'suffer' in childbirth -- all predicated on the evils of labor, the nervous sensitivity of the 'better class of women' and the idea of eugentics or making sure that it was the class of women whose worked was mental and not menial or manual who populated the American race.    
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Faith
Note
This one of the reasons that husbands and family members were banned from the L&D, since they would have been shocked by a scene that was like a psychiatric unit. Another useful aspect of the use of this amnesic-hallucinogenic  drug, strong doses of narcotics and general anesthesia was that, except for the nurses, there were no witnesses. Family was never allowed and the women either couldn't remember or their reports were dismissed as unreliable flights of fancy or outright hallucinations.  
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Faith
Note
Now day we use this thinking to justify the 'excess' maternal mortality associated with Cesarean section -- sacrificing a small percentage of mothers to theoretically improve make the lives of other mothers better or to 'save babies'. 
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Faith
Note
specialized (and expensive) hospital environment incl. seperate room, semi-darkness (sometiems achieved by putting a hood over the mothers' head ala treatment of so-called terriorists at Abu Garab & Gitmo.
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